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—a Another of my heroes has died. Eugene Peterson,
Glﬁl”@ Presbyterian pastor, author extraordinaire, and

creator of The Message translation of the Bible, joy-

‘The_ae—&/o\a—‘spe.n
fully passed away yesterday morning.

Joyfully. I suppose that’s a strange word to use to describe death. But as I read
yesterday the descriptions of his last week spent in hospice care, I was taken
with the seemingly ever-present joy reflected in his dying. Among his last
words, part of an apparent conversation with the unseen, was the joyful
exclamation, “Let’s go!”

In the sin-scarred world in which we live, joy often becomes for us a huge
challenge. That, however, is not the way God intended it. Scripture is full of
examples of and encouragements to joy. Even in the midst of a messed up
world, and sometimes especially in the midst of a messed up world, comes the
invitation to joy.

That invitation to joy is also an invitation to Jesus. Joy is an unavoidable part
of the character of God and an essential ingredient of what God’s Spirit
desires to produce in our lives. You know the list: “Love, joy, peace....” If
we’re not careful, we can skip right over joy in our rush to “patience” and
“self-control.”

There is something compellingly attractive about joy that sometimes moves
people to seek it without seeking the Lord, who is its source. Unfortunately
joy, separated from its source, will wither just as surely as a plucked flower
will eventually die. But the good news is that when you get in touch with
God, you get in touch with joy, because that is part of who He is.

In a collection of sermons entitled As Kingfishers Catch Fire: a Conversation
on the Ways of God Formed by the Words of God, Peterson says, “The story of
our faith, our very existence, begins and ends in joy. And between the
beginning and the conclusion there is joy....” He’s right. Jesus made no secret
of his intent that his disciples’ joy be full. So the question I ask myself is how
is my joy? And the question behind it: how is my relationship with Jesus?

Peterson continues: “Joy at the beginning, joy at the end, joy everywhere in
between. Joy is God’s creation and gift. No authentic biblical faith is
conceivable that is not permeated with it.” May God give liberally to us the
kind of joy evidenced in Peterson’s life and in his death,
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they saw the child
with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down
and worshiped him.

of gold and of incense
and of myrrh.”

“On coming to the house,

Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts

Matthew 2:11 NIV
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Pobember Misgions: Alvin & Bebverly Rene, NATM

Each of us has a story...

Some of us have a story about how we came to belief in
Christ. This is my story.

My grandparents and nine of their adult children immigrated
from the Abenaki Reserve in Quebec, Canada to Baltimore,
Maryland to find work. My dad was the youngest. They spoke
a combination of Abenaki, French, and English, often usmg all
three languages in one sentence.

During that time my large native
family gathered every week. There
were lots of aunts and uncles and
children. I also remember lots of beer
bottles. I didn’t know anyone outside
of my family. My mother’s family
wanted nothing to do with “Indians”.

My grandmother, the matriarch of
our family practiced Catholicism and
traditional ways. It was very mysteri-
ous and powerful. When my little
brother Steve and I were there with
her we were frlghtened because we
used to see things in the house that we learned not to talk
about to outsiders.

My dad married an Irish American woman and they had five
children. Ten days after my sixth birthday my world came
crashing down around me. My mom died in a car accident. A
social worker came to the funeral home, put me in a cab, and
sent me to a Catholic orphanage.

I didn’t talk for two months. I was the only native child there
among 60 other boys. My dad tried to visit several times, but
his drinking kept him from being allowed to see me.

The nuns were often cruel. There were so many dos and
don’ts that I didn’t understand. I couldn’t avoid getting in
trouble and being punished. They didn’t understand my cul-
ture. They thought I was “shifty-eyed” because I'd been
taught not to make direct eye contact. After six years in the
orphanage I ended up in two foster homes where men had
trouble with alcohol. In the second home the man was also
violent and threatening.

Because of all the trauma I encountered I didn’t talk very
much and I didn’t trust people. Later I went to college for a
while, but I didn’t know what I wanted to do. I was still con-
nected to my extended family, but my father was dead, my
younger brother was in prison, and my older brother fol-
lowed in my father’s footsteps, drinking and fighting. I didn’t
fit in the white world either.

I met my w1fe Beverly, who was searching for meaning in a
lot of different religions. I was avoid-
ing religions because some were
based on rituals and a lot of rules
that I found confusing. I also had
had some frightening experiences
with the spirit world.

That all changed when we met an
evangelist-pastor from New Zealand.
He had a boomerang given to him by
an indigenous person to honor him.
David’s God loved people from all
nations and cultures! He told us
about a Jesus I never knew! God’s
Son came to earth to die for our sins
and offer us new life. He gives us His
Holy Spirit to live inside us and to guide us. We just need to
give Him our lives and trust Him. God has the power to pro-
tect us and He will never leave us. Heb. 13:5-6.

Beverly believed a year before I did. I watched her change
from a lonely woman to a joyful woman! David walked with
God and let the Holy Spirit lead him to people who, like me,
needed to hear Jesus’ story. I finally found a God who loved
me.

Many native people have great losses and trauma in their
lives. That’s why God gave me this story and chose us to share
it with other native people.

Alvin Rene

Alvin & Beverly minister fo the Nooksack Tribe in Whatcom
County. If you would like to be parf of their support feam,
visit  https://www.naim.ca/donate_naim/alvin-beverly-
rene/
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WHERE: FTPC Fellowship Hall
VWHER: 8:00 pm - 12:00 am, Mon, Dec 31, 2018
WWHATF: Bring board games and snacks to share

NN
St RETIREES LUNCHEON
Don’t forget to &™ Special Holiday Meal
“Fall Back” 2:00 am, Noon, Friday
Sunday, November 4, 2018 November 30, 2018

Global Gift Guide
lee glfts that change ||ves

In case of Snow
Call FTPC

\ or visit
) ftpc.org

For information on changes
\ in schedule. T

KOBA Circle
I1:00 am

Nouvewber 14/'& // ‘_{ /

I)ecembern,zoxS ol

www.worldconcern.org
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December Misgions: WEE Porld

BEE World, an interdenominational missions organization
located in Colorado Springs, CO, addresses the growing
worldwide leadership crisis by providing seminary-level bib-
lical training to pastors and church leaders who otherwise
have no access to biblical education. Our vision is to provide
that access to anyone who desires to mature as a disciple of
Jesus Christ.

Our Mission

The purpose of BEE World is to help the church fulfill the
Great Commission by providing biblical training that results
in the multiplication of servant leaders, with priority given to
countries with limited access to training.

Emphases of Our Ministry

e We work primarily in restricted-
access countries in Asia and the
Middle East.

e BEE missionaries typically travel
to the countries in which they
serve, rather than live there. We
serve under the leadership of the
local church and facilitate train-
ing through personal contact and mentoring during reg-
ular visits. Students continue to serve as pastors and lead-~
ers in their own churches.

e We expand our ministry by training our students to train
others also, a principle of multiplication and transferabil -
ity found in 2 Timothy 2:2. We focus on training the

beeWORL' D

BIBLICAL EDUCAHON 8Y EXTENSION

whole person— not just the mind— by employing inter-
active, Socratic-style training to achieve true understand-
ing.

e We utilize multimedia platforms to deliver our interac-
tive, Bible-based curriculum— not only printed books,
but also CD-ROMs, electronic downloads, and the Inter-
net Biblical Seminary.

e We maintain an internet training site that other minis-
tries and churches can use to disciple their own people
with our curriculum or their own.

Our History

In 1979, key leaders from twenty missions organizations and
several national leaders working in
Eastern Europe met to launch a united
inter-mission effort for advancing
biblical training behind the Iron Cur-
tain. Five of those missions organiza-~
tions initially agreed to cooperate in
developing a comprehensive training
program for laymen in Eastern Eu-
rope and the Soviet Union who de-
s1red to become church leaders, resulting in the Biblical Edu-~
cation by Extension (BEE) curriculum model.

v g

This effort eventually grew to 12 participating missions or-
ganizations, which contributed staff and resources to the
newly conceived BEE World and appointed Dr. Joseph (Jody)
Dillow and eventually also Rev. Al Bridges to lead it.

Liet No Child Go Hungry in Tukwila!

November Is Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Month in Tukwila
EVENTS TO INFORM YOU ABOUT TUKWILA WEEKEND/SNACKPACK

ﬂ%blle device
e R code, or visit
kicom / give.html

7/

facebook.com/ Tukwﬂa
WeekendSnackPack/ events

Featuring the ng Season Premiere of:
the SnackPack I'-ﬂlee weekly game
H

a@ammwm-@mm
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Since inception, more than 50,000 students in 15 countries
have taken BEE courses, with at least half completing the
seminary curriculum and training others to continue the pat-
tern of 2 Tim. 2:2, “teach these truths to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.” Dr. Dillow and Rev. Bridges
continue to lead BEE World today.

In 1992, with the fall of the Iron Curtain, we felt God calling
us to extend BEE. In 1994, the BEE Board of Directors author-
ized the formation of a new BEE ministry called BEE World,
which would take the same discipleship strategy, philosophy,
and curriculum beyond the borders of Eastern Europe and
the former Soviet Union to countries of
the Middle East, Africa, and Asia.

The Challenge

We live in perhaps the greatest expansion
of Christianity in the history of the
church. About 70 percent of the church’s
outreach since Pentecost has been accom-
plished in this century alone, with hun-
dreds of thousands coming to Christ eve-
ry day. Who is guiding these new follow-
ers of Jesus? In the 10/40 window alone,
more than five million pastors lead their
congregations without any kind of bibli-
cal training,.

Despite the wealth of information and
training in the United States specifically,
the US sends only roughly one third of
the world’s missionaries. As the bulk of =&
the missional responsibility is accepted by countries in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America, it is vital for us to help equip be~
lievers in these places to go forth, entrusting the information
to “faithful men who will be able to teach others also" (2 Tim
2:2).

The Leadership Crisis

The explosive church expansion has resulted in a leadership
crisis of epic proportions. Conservatively speaking, if
120,000 people come to Christ each day, and a pastor is
needed for each hundred, 1,200 new, trained pastors would
be required daily. This is equal to 438,000 trained pastors

@ OpenDoors

THE INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER FORTHE
PERSECUTED CHURCH

November 11, 2018

needed each year just to match church growth. Some pastors
must shepherd from five to twenty congregations.

Assuming that it takes four years for pastors to complete their
education, 1,752,000 pastors would currently need to be re-
ceiving that training. When we consider the 4.5 million cur-
rent pastors who lack training, we can see that our challenge
is to train 6,252,000 pastors to meet the current void.

Currently, resident schools meet less than %50 of the need.
Public seminaries cannot exist in restricted-access countries.
We have a colossal leadership training crisis.

The Solution

Paul’s ministry strategy was multiplica-
., tion through four generations: Paul,
~J Timothy, faithful men, and others also.

# BEE World facilitators lead interactive
%, discussion that stresses application to life
and ministry. They lecture very little;
leading a Bible study is not the goal. BEE
teaching methods involve modeling the
| teaching itself, so that by the end of each
course, each student in the group feels he
can do what he witnessed in the facilita-
tors. By the end of the second course, BEE
World requires each student in the “first-
generation” group to have his own group
before he can continue the training. Our
purpose is to set forth a multiplication

' ‘. wm phllosophy and find men and women

who will catch the vision to implement it in their own coun-
try.

FTPC currently supports the “Forests”, a missionary couple
with BEE World. Both have had severe health issues, In
August a scan revealed that she has a huge cancer fumor in
her abdomen, with lung fumors and bone spots as well
Surgery was ruled out, so she has been undergoing chemo-
therapy. The prognosis is not good. Please pray for her
healing.

To support this tamily, make a check fo FITPC, and write BEE
World in the memo line.

November-December 2017
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“To Know Jesus Christ & to Make Him Known”

® Come, Let us

Chrigstmasg
Che

Candlelight Service
Monday,
December 24, 2018
7:30 pm

Adore Him!




