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T == Two significant shifts will take place in the early part of
"The_?:e—powﬁl"a,n November. One shift will have worldvide coverage

along with a very public and a very diverse response
The other shift will be noticed only by a relatively small number of people witl
barely perceptible and very limited publicity. Yet both shifts will fall into the over-
arching plan of our triune God who is not only our Creator, Redeemer, and Lor
but also the sovereign director of history.

The first shift | refer to is the election of a new president of our country. This rathe
bizarre, unprecedented campaign season will finally finish on Tuesday, Nov.
There wild/ be the obligatory respons
only throughout the US but also around the world. Speculations about the impact
the new president in respect to economics, social issues, domestic and internatic
challenges will abound.

Meanwhil e, the second shift | refer
PCUSA to the ECO denomination. We here at FTPC are aware of this and sor
the officials in both denominations are aware of thdsalong with some of our
friends with whom we have shared abo
CNN or FOX special reports. No endless public speculations about the impac
what this will mean locally and internationally now that FTPC is an ECO coengr
gation.

Yet , i n Godods economy the one shift
other. The affairs and the interactions of the nations are simply the backdrop for tl
ongoing expansion of Godods kingdom 1
complete when He returns. We are reminded of this as we approach the seasor
Advent and the miracle of the Incarnation. When Augustus Caesar in Ror
declared that a census be taken of the entire Roman Empire it was a major shif
was a very public event and all were impacted. Yet, when the baby Jesus was
in Bethlehem, very few knew what had happened. No news coverage. No spe
reports. Yet His arrival on earth brought a shift in the heavenlies that dwarfed ar
other earthly event. The only lasting Kingdom had arrived. The seed of hope &
salvation for humanity was present in the Word become flesh.

POINTOLet s be ambassadors of hope in
events to accomplish His ultimate plan of salvation in the Church through Jes
Christ. No shift is too small to be insignificant; and no shift is so large as to der
Godds good purposes. Christ is King
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I n Christods service,
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they saw the child
with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down Income Expenses
and worshiped him. /| Forsept2016  For Sept 2016 [\
Then they opened their treasures \ $15,005.80 $17,116.07
and Preslgnteg h;m with gifts Year to Date Year to Date 4
of gold and of incense e o 1 ST Y
and of myrrH. B $162,947.15 $145,412.59

Matthew2:11NIV | 2 NN/~ N\  / \

When Muslims stand in their holy city of Mecca and gaze ouaibout Christian books they are reading, or even asked for hel
west toward the setting sun, they look toward a vast stretch afetting a Bible app loaded onto their phones. All of this in the
land across Africa which has often been called the Maghremidst of active persecution, where nationals are at great risl
Regionn-a word which | iterally fonbezaming falowersdfdesue.r Osunset o ir
Arabic. Across this territory are nearly 100 million people_ . _ _

with very little Christian presence. Numerous places and hiS country has so few national believers that one networl
people groups in the countries of this region have ndnember joyfully reported that they now have TWO believers

churches at all. In their city whom they met and discipled through a school.
Ot her network members share
This mont h, I 6d | i ke to gi vwelive @amandraveldd toshe chpgitol to meek a freeind ofeours
breakthrough God is bringing about through a missionwher e he sai d, 0Pl ease, I
net work which for securityapprascsaanbkbed andtl hecral wo rtkheer 0:
Net wor k. 6 more about Jesus! 6 They hac

h I Bibl hi ile phone.
The Sunset Network and one had downloaded a Bible to his mobile phone

Those of us in Europe and the Americas are steeped in sucii@ respond to the needs of these scattered new believe
Christianized culture that awer onsasy thtoe ceahti zy, whbouité
be in an environment devoid of any Christian identity orformed a team to launch the very first online church for the
presence. No churches anywhere. No Bibles available. Mountry. Today, this-&hurch is thriving under the leadership

fellowship. No hymns or praise songs. of a husband and wife couple who are national believers anc

- o , this group of scattered Christians are building up a worship-
Yet there are faitHfilled mission networks taking the Gospeling community and encouraging each other in their faith.
into these very environments. Walking alongside these

networks as coaches and consultants, we at visionSynergy arbis remarkable ehurch has already met more than 160
blessed to hear many stories from the front linefn some times over the past year. Thechurch meets weekly as well
cases stories about the earliest believers and first churchesas throughout the week always online. They share needs and
entire countries. prayer concerns. Some ask for intensive prayer for challeng

ing situ? ions. The newest believers are especiallly encourag
in

The o0Sunset Networko6 is 0ngymadingdnkh® itk thelt felv Bifidtidh Familg.” 9 @ n i
creatively and courageously to reach the people of a Muslim

country in this region with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thelere is a recent report from the ehurch leaders:

specific country that is the focus of the Sunset Network is | _ _
almost completely Muslim (97%) with strict Islamic laws. Yet™raise the Lord, believers can now come together [online] t
Gospel work is underway in these tight conditions andray. worship, talk, and pray about becoming missionarées

members of the network serving among the people are-{]h‘?y are already missionaries! Most are already sharing witt
reporting genuine openness to the Gospel. their families. We rejoice when family members come to

faith. It's good for us to hear that, and it encourages us t
One of the most exciting developments the network has seeare with our families. Because of your prayer and the work
in the past year is the emergence of the first online gatheringf this network, we [as national believers] are coming togeth-

for believersinthiscountryan i nnovati ve aendcan sadwitlyjeyrthatuhe Clueh in [this country] is the
-church. ¢ fruit of this network!

New believers gather through an innovativecurch Next steps for the network

Intentional disciplemakers in this country are experiencingvisionSynergy was involved in the initial formation of the
openness and opportunities for many spiritual conversation® Suns et Networké in 2009 an

Seekers have shared about their spiritual dreams, or talkemtlvisors since then. Over the years, the network has grown t
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In case of Show
Call FTPC

206-243-4455

or visit

in schedule.

KOBA Circle
11:00 am
November 16 &

Deécember 14, 2016

(meets at OSC)

f nr

Back
Sunday, November 6, 201

For information on changeg
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WHERE: FTPC Fell owship Hall
VWKHER: 8: 00-1p2n 00 am, Sat , Dle c
WHAF: Bring board games and
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¥ RETIREEL UNCHEON

- Noon, Fridays
November 18 & December 16, 201

November: What I1s always and/or never in your fridge
December: What is an unusual holiday tradition?

Global Gift Guide
lee glfts that change Ilves

Complete Goat
Package

hma
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$60
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Emergency Food
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