
In my youth, the coming of the new year was  
always a bit of an adventure. I grew up in Southern 
California, and more than once the celebration did 

not end at midnight. We would leave from the New Years Eve communion 
service at church and drive a half hour to Pasadena. Trying to find a good 
place to park once we arrived usually took longer than the drive. Once the 
car was safe, we’d head to Colorado Boulevard to stake out a good spot 
for the New Years Day Rose Bowl parade. For reasons that are no longer 
clear to me, the twin realities that the parade wouldn’t start for hours and 
that we wouldn’t get any sleep didn’t seem to bother us. Both people-
watching and the parade seemed worth the effort. 

Thanks to the wonders of DVRs, the parade remains a New Years tradi-
tion for me. But I have long since outgrown the need to begin the year 
sleep-deprived. These days I tend to welcome the new year much more 
gently. (Sometimes much later; some traditions, after all, deserve to be 
modified.)  

For many people the new year is a time for reassessment and occasional-
ly for resolution. Unquestionably 2017 brought its share of surprises, and 
2018 probably will as well; remembering what is behind us hopefully  
triggers joy, and anticipating what lies ahead should stimulate hope. We 
move into a new year at a significant milestone in our transition at FTPC. 
The mission study is complete (copies are available at church and it is on 
the website), and the search team tasked with leading us in the process of 
discovering our next pastor is about to immerse itself in that adventure. 

We at Foster have been and are a people committed to prayer. As we 
move ahead, I want to encourage us all to deepen and broaden that  
commitment as we anticipate God’s gracious provision for us. He is at 
work, and our joyful opportunity is to join Him in that work. 

 I’m convinced that as we move into this new year, God has in store for us 
an adventure far greater and far more beautiful than any Rose Parade. It is 
true that we can never know with certainty all that a new year might bring. 
What we can know with certainty is that God who created us to live in the 
present invites us to walk through that present with him. I’m looking  
forward to that journey in 2018.  

Happy New Year!  
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Foster Tukwila Presbyterian Financials 

For November 2017  
$12,837.60  

Year to Date 
$161,945.12 

 

For November 2017  
$15,598.07  

Year to Date 
$174,211.30 

“Send your resources  
out over the seas;  

eventually  
you will reap  

a return.” 

Ecclesiastes 11:1 CJB 

January Missions: ECO Presbyterian 
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 Who We Are 
A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians 
We seek to be a movement, not just a denomination. 
These are the foundations that propel us forward. 

Our Mission 
To build flourishing churches that make disciples of  
Jesus Christ. 

Our Core Values 
• Jesus-shaped Identity: 
We believe Jesus Christ must be at 
the center of our lives and making 
disciples of Jesus at the core of our 
ministry. 

• Biblical Integrity: 
We believe the Bible is the unique 
and authoritative Word of God, which 
teaches all that is necessary for faith 
and life. The prominence of God’s 
Word over our lives shapes our priori-
ties, and the unrivaled authority of the Bible directs our 
actions to be in concert with Christ’s very best for our 
lives.  

• Thoughtful Theology: 
We believe in theological education, constant learning, 
and the life of the mind, and celebrate this as one of the 
treasures of our Reformed heritage. 

• Accountable Community: 
We believe guidance is a corporate spiritual experience. 
We want to connect leaders to one another in healthy 
relationships of accountability, synergy, and care. 

• Egalitarian Ministry: 
We believe in unleashing the ministry gifts of women, 
men, and every ethnic group. 

• Missional Centrality: 

We believe in living out the whole of the Great Commis-

sion – including evangelism, spiritual formation, compas-

sion, and redemptive justice – in our communities and 
around the world. 

• Center-focused Spirituality: 

We believe in calling people to the core of what it means 

to be followers of Jesus – what “mere Christianity” is and 

does – and not fixate on the boundaries. 

• Leadership Velocity: 

We believe identifying and develop-

ing gospel-centered leaders is criti-

cal for the church, and a great lead-

ership culture is risk-taking, innova-
tive, and organic. 

• Kingdom Vitality: 

We believe congregations should 

vigorously reproduce new missional 

communities to expand the Kingdom of God. 

ECO National Gathering:  
RENOVATE! 

January 23 – 25, 2018 
Hilton Americas Hotel  

Downtown, Houston, TX 

When we renovate, we make something new again. 

We believe that God does not just want ECO to be a re-
creation of the way denominations have always done 

things.  God is calling us to renew and revitalize…to ren-

ovate…how we approach our congregations, presbyter-

ies, covenant communities and our hearts. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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FTPC Bulletin Board 
In case of Snow  

Call FTPC 

206-243-4455 

or visit 
ftpc.org 

For information on 
changes in schedule. 

 

RETIREES &  
SENIORS LUNCHEON 

Noon, Fridays 
January 26 &  

February 23, 2018 

January: Who was the main 
family cook on holidays? 

February: Holiday  
ethnic dishes in 
your family? 

 

The Lord’s 
Watch

  

Tuesdays, 1:00-3:00 pm 
2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7:00 pm 

Sunday, January 14 & 
Sunday, February 4, 2018 

1
st

 & 3
rd 

Thursdays 

6:30 pm 

3
rd

 Saturday - 8:00 am 

Sunday, January 21 & 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 

Bring a dish to share! 

Wednesday, January 3 & 
Wednesday, February 7, 2018 

Share in the ministry of FTPC 

7:00 pm 

Youth Retreat - Friday, January 

12 - Sunday, January 14, 2018 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Nehemiah 2:18 – Rise up and build!  

Drawing on lessons from Nehemiah, we will learn and 

grow together so that we may strengthen our hands for 

the good work that God has in store for us. We are excit-
ed to gather together this January to update and up-

grade!  Bring your spouse, your staff, your leadership 

teams, your covenant partners and your friends. You 

won’t want to miss it!  

Speakers 

Ed Stetzer 

Ed Stetzer teaches, speaks, and writes on 
theology, missiology, church planting, church 

revitalization, and church innovation. 

Condoleezza Rice 
Professor, Author, Pianist, Golfer, Avid football 

fan, former U.S. Secretary of State & National 

Security Advisor 

Kyle Strobel 

Kyle Strobel teaches spiritual theology for 
Talbot’s Institute for Spiritual Formation and 

Spiritual Formation Focus programs. His are-

as of interest include systematic theology, Jonathan Ed-

wards, spiritual formation, and prayer. 

To find out more information or to register for the ECO 
National Gathering visit econationalgathering.org. To 
learn about ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Presbyterians or the Presbytery of the Northwest, visit 
eco-pres.org. 

February Missions: Ruth & John Carr - Wycliffe 
John has pretty well recovered from his gall bladder sur-
gery. The entry points for the laprascope produced some 
beautiful bruises, almost every color in a Texas sunset. 
The bruising is now almost cleared up and the last bit of 
super glue has peeled off. So that is a big 
praise. We are continuing to be grateful 
for the surgeon's skills in removing his six 
inch gall bladder with olive size gall 
stones. Ruth now has copies of the sur-
gery photos as proof! 

Once John finished the process for Career 
Guidance, the analysis of his tests 
showed that the jobs he has been doing 
over the years are what God made him 
for. He has been offered a position as a 
web developer in the Language Software Department at 
our Dallas Center. 

After setting aside funds for some time, we were ready 
to replace Ruth's 18 year old clunker. As a ministry, a 
coworker at the Wycliffe Center maintains his Toyota 
dealer's license. We tell him what we are looking for and 
our price range. He goes to auctions and does his best 
to match our needs. We are praising the Lord for giving 
Ruth a 2012 Toyota Corolla with just 74,000 miles on it.  

We praise the Lord that Ruth's heart continues to be sta-
ble and she has been able to undergo cataract surgery 
in both eyes. The surgery in her right eye was a bit com-
plicated since she had to have a separate surgery to re-

move a growth from the white part of that eye, called a 
pterygium (isn't that a mouthful?) It is also known as 
Surfer's Eye because it is a result of spending a lot of 
time in the sun - such as growing up in the tropics - as 

Ruth did. Having three separate surger-
ies, each with their own necessary recov-
ery time, made it difficult to plan our 
Christmas trip to be with Ruth's Mom in 
South Carolina. Continue to pray for 
smooth recoveries. 

We continue to make progress on the 
Wiki videos. The script for Video #4 is al-
most ready to record the voice over and 
then John will capture Wiki screens. Pray 
for us to make the training on the videos 

clear and plain for English as a second language speak-
ers and computer novices. 

We thank you again, our partners, for your encourage-
ment, prayers, gifts and love. God uses you to sustain 
and maintain us. "May the God of hope fill you with joy 
and peace in your faith, that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, your whole life and outlook may be radiant with 
hope." Romans 15:13 (Phillips) 

Continually trusting, 

Ruthy & John 
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Once again this year we will be using this excellent prayer guide to lift up our city during the 40 Days of Lent. 
Please join us in seeking God for Tukwila. Prayer guides will be available in the Narthex beginning Sunday, 
February 4, 2018, or you can download it at your iPhone or Android app store. 
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