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Probing the Passage

Probing the Passage

Isaiah 40:
• Isaiah 1-39 is essentially dealing with the coming exile.
• Isaiah 40 is the beginning of a new section.
• It begins with God calling for the end of Israel’s
___________________.
Luke Invokes Isaiah 40:
• Because we are now talking about God’s ___________________.
John’s call, like Isaiah, is to proclaim the servant.
• He is coming to create a righteous people.
• We are discussing the servant/wicked distinction. John is proclaiming
the need to choose which side you are on.
The Crowds:
• These are people who are ___________________.
• To get here, they had to leave their cities and towns. Pack up supplies, wrangle the kids, and walk out into the middle of the desert.
• Presumably because they have heard that God is doing something in
this man.
The Insult:
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The Call:
• Is to bear fruits as worthy of repentance.
• Trees can only manifest what is on the inside.
• If a tree isn’t taking in _______________________, it can’t produce
apples.
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Don’t Overspiritualize:
• Our inclination is to push back on this.
 “Really, he is talking about excess here. He is saying if you have
an abundance you should share”
 That’s true, but what is ________________?
• If you have ___________________ coats, and you meet or see someone without one, give it away.
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Tax Collectors Ask:
• John’s advice would be to go back to collecting at the rate you are
hired for.
• Which would be operating at a ___________________ loss.
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Marketer and Pastor:
• “Jesus ___________________ do what I do”
• What if he did? How would he do it?
• “What would Jesus do, if he were me?”
 If he had my bills, and my job, and my family, what would he do?
What would his closet look like? What would his pantry look
like?
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Floating through the Crowd:
• People are wondering if John is the promised one.
• He is preaching _______________________, lives are changed in his
ministry.
• Is this it?
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Baptism of Spirit and Fire:
• Isaiah 4:4-5 speaks of a -___________________ Spirit of Fire that
will cleanse the filth from the daughters of Zion.
• The offer of the Spirit is given and forces a choice. Will you allow
the Spirit to move through you, or not?
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Where are you?
• Do you choose to stand ___________________?
 Will you be judged and burned?
 Will you be the tree that is cut down at the root?
 Will you join with the wicked and face his wrath?
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 Will you be cleansed and purified?
 Will you bear fruit of repentance?
 Will you be a servant of God?
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