
Probing the Passage 

Polarized Response 
Luke 2:22-52 - Sunday, February 2, 2020 

Poor: 

• In Leviticus 12, the ritual for purification after childbirth is given. 

• The time of purification is 33 days. 

• Relevantly, the initial command is to give a year old lamb for a burnt 
offering and a young pigeon or dove for a sin offering. 

• A provision is made if the woman cannot _______________ a lamb. 

Presented and Dedicated: 

• Jesus is _______________ to God as an infant. 

• This was a common thing, set forth in Exodus 13:2. 

• And yet, Jesus is the one who stays dedicated. 

• He is given to the Father, to have the foremost concerns before him 
be the Father’s and he, unlike all before him, remains there. 

Simeon:   

• We come upon someone else who is righteous (like Zechariah and 
Elizabeth). 

• We come upon someone else who is filled with the Holy Spirit. 

• This person is called to explicitly see the Lord’s Messiah. 

• The Messiah is the _______________ event of Simeon’s Life. 

 Simeon mirrors Moses in this way. 

The Promised Messiah: 

• Simeon was supposed to see the promised inheritance of God. 

• His witness is testified to, or through, the Holy Spirit. 

• He immediately declares that Jesus is it. 

For All: 

• Both the Gentiles and Israel. 

 Gentiles is first in this formulation. 

• Jewish Man at the Jewish Temple meets a Jewish Family and pro-
claims light for the _______________! 
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Falling and Rising: 

• The “Falling and Rising of many in Israel” is initially shocking. 

 What do you mean _______________? 

• A rising tide lifts all boats! I thought Jesus is a rising tide… 

• What happens if a boat is moored too tightly? 

Of Many…. 

• We believe that God’s Elect are all around us, that includes: 

 Democrats 

 Republicans 

 Soldiers 

 Pacifists 

 Straight-identifying 

 LGBTQ+identifying 

 Weed-smoking 

 Teetotalers 

An Opposed Sign:  

• This Child is to be a sign that is opposed. 

• The Savior’s life is not without opposition. 

• God’s Holy Chosen Son, come to redeem Israel and bring light to the 
gentiles, faces opposition. 

• How much more those who follow him? 

Reveals Inner Thoughts: 

• What you think of Jesus reflects as much about you as about him. 

• The Jesus we encounter will demand a _______________. 

Demands: 

• The Jesus we will meet demands _______________ from us. 

 Our time 

 Our Good Will 

 Our loves and affections 

 Our Heart, Soul and Strength 

 All that we are. 

In Exchange: 

• Join the Never-ending kingdom. (1:33) 

• He shows mercy to all who fear him. (1:50) 

• He lifts the lowly. (1:52) 
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• He fills the Hungry. (1:53) 

• He saves us from our enemies. (1:71) 

• He brings salvation through forgiveness of their sins. (1:77) 

• He gives light to those who sit in darkness. (1:79) 

Anna:  

• She is this fantastic woman of God. 

• She has been widowed since she was in her twenties. 

• For the last 60 years, she has _______________ herself to the Lord. 

• Not for show, not for respect, but just to get close to him. 

Meeting Him:  

• When this woman meets Jesus, she can’t shut up about him. 

• Anyone she knows with even vague interest is grabbed. 

• Might we be like Anna. 

• Might we proclaim the Lord’s works every moment as we encounter 
our Risen Lord! 
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